
 

 

The Importance of Truth 
Sunday a.m.    2/11/18 

 
 Neil Armstrong, on the 25th anniversary of the first lunar landing, sent a 
personal thank you note to the team that developed the Extravehicular 
Mobility Unit, the suit that enabled him to walk on the moon. 

 
❖ The power of a note; we see another side of John the pastor 
 
 The People of the Letter 

 The Elder - John 
 Elect Lady - the church 
 Her children - believers of the church 

 
 The letter seems to be written in a secret code due to the 

persecution of the church. Persecutors would see this as a letter 
to a lady and her children 

 
 Truth is the theme of this letter 
 
 Truth is who Christ is revealed to be by God and all that Jesus 

taught personally; all his apostles wrote following the ascension  
 

• Truth is the source of our knowledge of God 

• Truth is the only means of a relationship with God and man 
 
❖ The Bible is the complete record of God’s truth to man and is 

inspired and without error 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) 
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man 
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

• Truth is the source of salvation 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:10 (NKJV) 
and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they 
did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 



 

 

John 18:37 (NKJV) 
Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” 
Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was 
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 
 

• Truth is the only source of our knowledge of God 

• Truth is the only means of a relationship with God and man  
 
 Truth is the Foundation of the Believers Love (1-3) 
 

• John based his love for other believers in this truth (1a) 

• John said all believers love each other based in this truth (1b) 
 

• This truth abides in us (2a) 
 
abides - remain, dwell, permanent  
 
❖ This is a confident assertion, not a mere wish 
 
John 15:1-5 
 

• This truth is an eternal truth (2b) 
 
 Truth without love is merely an emotion 

 
❖ John describes "Jesus Christ" as "the Son of (God) the Father" as he did 

in his first epistle and in his Gospel 
 
 Truth is the Foundation of the Believers Walk (4-6) 
 
❖ John was excited to run into some of the members of the church and 

found that they walked in truth (4) 
 

• John reminded the church to continue to love one another (5) 
 

 “Love is the clearest test of the truthfulness of the confession and the 
sincerity of the obedience given to God's commands. Belief may be 
faked and confession only of the lips, but love is harder to counterfeit.” 



 

 

• Love is an output from obeying the commandments of God (6) 
 
1 John 5:2-3 (NKJV) 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 
 
 Truth is the foundation of the Believers doctrine (7) 
 

 We must take a stand for the truth 
 We must know what we believe as doctrine 

 
 When the foundation of our beliefs become anything but Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified, we will find ourselves adrift  
 
❖ Paul said “that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14) 
 
 Truth is the Foundation of the Believers Perseverance (8-11) 
 

 What we believe makes us persevere through difficulties and tragedies  
 

• We Can have a Loss of Rewards (8) 
 
 We can lose the spiritual investment we make in people when 

they turn from Christ 
 
 When a person turns from Christ they lose opportunities to 

receive joy in seeing what God will accomplished in their life 
 
 The loss of rewards is not a loss of salvation because salvation 

is not a reward, but a gift 
 

• We Can have a Loss of Relationships (9) 
 
transgress - the meaning here is not so much to transgress as to go 
farther than is right. 
 
❖ There are those that make mountains out of mole hills with certain 

doctrines 



 

 

 They focus on minors instead of the majors and get off course 
and sometimes never return to base 

 
 They trade their relationship with the Lord for the win of an 

argument  
 
 You can try to be so doctrinally correct, that you forget about 

who the doctrine is about 
 

• We Can have the Loss of Friends (10-11) 
 
 I don’t believe this is as much about not allowing somebody to 

come to your door spreading false doctrine, as much as it is 
someone you know that believes false doctrine 

 
❖ Those in the church knew these individuals and by allowing them in their 

home they were encouraging their teaching 
 
Close 
 
❖ John closes by saying that he has more to write to them, but is hoping to 

see them face-to-face very soon so his joy will be full 
 
❖ He sends greetings from his church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


